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. Poe La : ve hte ‘3 REPORT FOR TE E MONTH & F OCTOBER, 1956 


Issued _ by the Governront Statistician Pare R. J. Little), Perth 
4th December, 1956 


This report gives particulars relative to the following items:- 


Page No. Page No. 
ank Clearances 3 Population ia 
Bankruptcy 3 Production Statistics 8 
asic Wage ~ State 7, Railway Operations 3 
irths 4 Real Estate Transactions 2 
vilding Construction 5 Revail Prices Index 5 
jompanies Registered 3 Retail Sales ~ Value by Commodity 
eaths { Groups 9 
lectricity Supply - Metropolitan Area efi Revenue and Expenditure - State 2 
mpLoyment 6 Road Traffic Accidents 7 
old Output and Dividends 5 Sales Tax 2 
and Settlement 2 Savings Banks 2 

rriages 4 Slaughterings =- Livestock if 
fotor Vehicle Registrations 4 Trade hk. 


POPULATION ESTIMATES 


nole State at 30th June, 1956 ~ 
Vales -— 348,967 Females - 328,122 Persons - 677,389 


etropolitan Area at 30th June, 1956 - 
Persons =— 369,000 


MARRIAGES, BIRTHS AND DEATHS - WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


ee em NRE en Lm ee ent NEY tenet tetera ent RE Aer ee RNS A 
— es 


at Nine Months 
S 
ae ee | ended. SEPTEMBER 
Prat ae ne se eo Me een ee 
farriages - Number : | 35778 
* Rate per 1000 of Population j 069 
irths - Number 12,58). 
* Rate per 1000 of Population 25.62 
ea'ths ~ Number : 4031 
* Rate per 1000 of Population 8,21 
nfant ~ Number 80 


ortality x Rate per 1000 Live Births 
INCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH 


iiseases of blood, etc. 

erebral haemorrhage, etc. 
iseases of the heart 1,279 
ypertension with heart disease ; 
ypertensive disease without mention of heart 10 
rteriosclerosis 20 


nf luenza 3 { 10 
eumonia 30 5 7 
ronchitis 7 6 4 
ther respiratory disease 10 5 43 
lce. of stomach and d.odenum 2 L 24 
astro-enteritis ond colitis - 4 17 
hronic enteritis and :cerative colitis - 2 8 
ivrhosis of the liver - 4 15 
ephritis and nephrosis 8 & 53 
iscase of the prostate 4 3 Re) 
aternal causes | A ~ 9 
isease of early infancy 47 2k 472 159 
fotor vehicle accidents 13 16 ey Hoe 
ther accidents | 13 15 175 170 
uicide if 9 70 59 
11 other causes 42 15 1,20 1,28 
Total: 51d | 459 ia 4,054 


* Equivalent Annual Rate, k Deaths under one year. 


e °® -@ ie 
a LAND SEPTLEMENT 


Land taken wp under conditional alienation during the ten months ended 
October, 1956, totalled 629,651 acres, an increase of 57,491 acres on the 
corresponding period last year. Pastoral, special and miscellaneous leases 
registered amounted to 3,633,291 acres, a decrease of 55080 55/2 


STATE GOVERNMENT CONSOLIDATED REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 


rn 
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OCTOBER Four Months 


Ttem ended OCTOBER 
"4956 1955 Se 
tee 
Revenue 493325723 | 3,598,049 16,484,810 | 14,350,346 
Revenue per Head of Population Se ae nae 3 ae Ole ole AO” NOE A Sen od 
Expenditure | 4,604,962 | 4,371,575 18,567,170 | 16,665,984 
Expenditure per Head of Population | Ga 5ete=2. | Ge-tie 35 Dee tose A DS ae Fen oe 
Se a ee Sag Renee Pale RE 


SAVINGS BANKS 


Depositors' Balances at the end of October, 1956, amounted to £60,993 ,000 
or £89.8.8 per head of population as against £54,914,000 or £82,8,.4 per 
head at the end of October, 1955. 


BANK CLEARANCES 


The average weekly clearance for five weeks ended 31st October, 1956, 
amounted to £15,472,392 compared with £13,655,921 for the corresponding 
period last year. 


REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS 


os 


, : Four Months 
aha ci ne OCTOBER ended OOTORER 
fice of ha itles and Deeds 
1956 1955 | 1956 


Transfers No. | 1.657 Beers Deege 

Se Vr2,080,21, 1 954.4013 8,120,016 
Mortgages Now 4,072 1,042 4,140 
Discharges of Mortgages No. 813 77h. 3,261 


St 


SALES TAX: SALES OF TAXABLE AND EXEMPT GOODS 
AND TAX COLLECTED 


Period of Receipt Taxable Goods | Sales 


of Sales in respect |Sales in respect 


rc 
of which Tax is of which Tax is 7 ‘ A Oollected 
Payable NOL Payable Zens SOLE 
Returns (Net) (Gross) Goes 
zs. rar 2 Eo re 
October, 1956 3,905,908 2 84-7 54.88 10,906 5735 577 »260 
October, 1955 3,362,835 3,836 467 8 ,826 ,507 1.06 5654. 
Four Months ended 
October, 1956 13,182,810 8,677 ,068 38,059,654. 1,869,735 
Four Months ended 
56:5 5475955 1 ,794.,018 


October, 1955 VE 621 75106 | 10,368,266 
| 
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COMPANIES REGISTERED 


70 Local Companies with a nominal capital of £3,248,000 and 3). Foreign 
Companies were registered during the four months ended October, 1956. 
Registrations for the corresponding period last year comprised 75 Local 
Companies with a nominal capital of £3,549,000 and 36 Foreign Companies, 


BANKRUPTCY 


Four Months ended OCTOBER 


Item 


97 5982 
104,843 


Sequestration Orders 


117,955 


Deeds of Assignment (a) 


Deeds of Arrangements 


(a) Includes Compositions and Schemes of Arrangement. 


TRANSPORT 


The operations of the State Government Railways, open 
for General and Passenger traffic, were as follows:— 


SEPTEMBER Three Months ended SEPIEMBER 


Item : 
Gross Earnings (a)* &. 1,209,200 1 ,054.,100 3,808,800 35158,500 4 
Working Expenses (a) £4 1 390,892 1 258,382 3,872,914, 3,670,321 
Train Miles Run No, 7535865 679 ,896 2,305,327 2 057 5231 
Motor Bus Miles Run No. (b) 121,891 (b) 131,055 (c) 306,765 (c) 342,819 
Passenger Journeys ~ 
Train No, 1,401,275 15240 517 3,366,800 3,033,064. 
Motor Bus No. 21,251 29 321 WAL glee. 81,985 


Tonnage Carried — 


Paying Goods 342 , 783 258,902 1 ,134.,118 835,531 
Departmental 
(Free Freight) 55,078 69 4.00 175,369 217,578 


yer meer 


4,090, 320 


§ 
iy 


Total: | LAG 068 343 7-7 1, 34.9406 


et Ton Mileage of ~ | 
144,808,417 | 


Paying Goods 55,995,883 43205 143 186 , 324,009 
Livestock 2 462,917 2,061 ,977 5,677 5228 5,265,567 | 
Departmental | 


23,900 4.20 


170,97 y4Oh. | 


(Free Freight) | 6,010,477 7 263,859 | 21 531,552 
Total: 64.5469 5277 52,530,979 | 213,532,789 


' 


(a) Incluies operations of the Railway Road Service. 
(b) Four weeks ended 15th September. 
(c) Period ended 15th September. 


* Figures liable to revision. 


MOTOR VEICLE REGISTRATIONS 
(1) NEW VEHICLES REGISTERED 


Metropolitan Treffic Area | Entire State (a) ~] 
Cars (in- Wagons, Cars (in- | Wagons, me ee | 
cluding Vans, Buses cluding | Vans, Buses ae =e 
Hire Cars) |Utilities Hire Cars) | Utilities ee 
Nocres, an No. NOs No. No, No. “No. 
Year 1951] 4.,263 2,088 51 ise | bs (92 101 Bsns) 
Year 1952} 4,088 2,006 7h. 8,078 | 5,549 115 1,939 
Year 1953| h,460 4,869 | 5/ 8,166 | 5,071 6 45239 
Year 195k} 6,499 2,487 3h. 44,667 | 6,083 70 4267 
Year 1955| 6,852 2,533 18 11,612 5,606 59 4,130 
167 ~ 742 390 d. 9h. 
186 3 903 1.9 18 107 
165 1 939 LAY 5 123 
129 4 583 31,0 10 Oh, 
173 2 649 13h. 6 63 
ley 2 191 bale 5 19 
gs) 1 637 376 3 63 
203 4 933 122 8 | 75 
128 | & 804, 529 14 | 79 
ee eee i SEs | 
(2) MOTOR VEHICLES IN USE (EFFECTIVE REGISTRATIONS) 
Date (as Metropolitan Traffic Area | Entire State (a) 
“Cars (in- | Wagons, | . _ | Cars (in- | Wagons ~ | Motor 
aces cluding Vans, Soler cluding Vans, Buses Gycles 
of Month) | Hire Cars) |Utilities yores | Hire Cars) | Utilities 
195), = No. No. No, No. No. No, ENoee 
June 47,819 9,692 | 78,312 59,257 a Ua ida bs aye | 
December 52,072 9,713 | 84,963 60,905 1,143 1),,894. 
i953 - 
June 55,720 9,605] 90,255 62,753 1,138 | 11.,662 
December 59,374 G5 5k2 1 95 OVE 63,128 1,148 41.,041 
1956 - 
January 59,949 9,374 | 94,382 61 , 386 4,063 | 13,310 
Fobruary 60,256 95371), 955052 62,759 4471 13,660 
March 60 ,621 9,345] 96,908 63 4.32 1,181 13,857 
April 61 ,206 9,365| 96,838 62,854, 1,180 | 13,602 
May 64 4.21 955025) 97,995 64,011 1,188 | 13,877 
June 61,835 9,253} 98,875 62, 44:.30 1,196 | 13,873 
July 62,938 9,274) 98,171 Rg eae eee 13,255 8} 
August 63,270 9,170} 98,923(b 62,914(b Naeet 13.177(b 
September| 63,514 9164 c) c) (c ce) 
jommafonanre ee et 


(a) Includes Commonwealth-owned vehicles other than those of Defence Services. 
(b) Estimate. 
(c) Not yet available. 


TRADE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA (INTERSTATE AND OVERSEA) 
Expressed in terms of Australian Currency 


| EXPORTS 
IMPORTS (Including Ships' Stores) 
g Ship 


Three Months Three Months 
ended SEPTEMBER ended SEPTEMBER 


Item SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER 


26 617 
10,483 


Oversea 


Interstate 


Total: 


Year 1946 
Year 1947 
Year 194.8 
Year 1949 
Year 1950 
Year 1951 
Year 1952 
Year 1953 
Year 1954 
Year 1955 


955 = 
Maxch Qr. 
June Qr. 
Sept. Qr. 


> 5 - 
BUILDING ACTIVITY 
(1) NEW BUILDINGS COMPLETED 


Dwellings 
eee ae | Factories 
Seneee ButDe By ar ae 


etce 


(a) Comprises Government Day Labour as well as Private Contractor Operations and includes 
Shop Dwellings, Flats and Other Residentials excluded from Table (2) hereunder. 


Year 1946 
Year 1947 
Year 1948 
Year 1949 
Year 1950 
Year 1951 
Year 1952 
Year 1953 
Year 1954 
Year 1955 


Maxch Qr. 
June Qr. 
Sept. Qr. 


Quantity 


Value (Aust. Currency) * Ee 


(2) HOUSE CONSTRUCTION 
(Includes Owmner-Built Homes) 


Houses Completed - Classified According to Materials of Outer Walls 


Brick, Stone, Wood or 
Concrete , Mainly 
etc. Wood 


£,000 


Fibro-Cement | 
or Mainly Other 
Fibro-Cement 


Total 


Value 


186 
257 
326 
228 
337 
453 


eae) 


l eg0D7 
| 2.764 
25993 


GOLD PRODUCTION 


nee 


OCTOBER 10 Months ended OCTOBER 


64.459 
4,009,285 


71,102 
4,110,973 


683,236 
10,675,542 | 


708,704. 
41,073,508 


Fine oZs. 


Dividends reported by 


Gold Mining Companies &. = 


105,160 1, 310,323 


1 272,871 


* Excludes premiums on gold sold for industrial purposes, 
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RETAIL PRICES INDEX NUMBERS 
Base of Each Series: Weighted Average of Six Capitals for 1923/27 = 1000) 


—_ 


Food and Groceries "Co" Series 
pecto SEPTEMBER Twelve Months SEPTEMBER Twelve Months 
Quarter ended SEPTEMBER Quarter ended SEPTEMBER 

| 1956 1955 1956 ie ew) 1956 1955 1956 1955 

Metropolitan Area 3063 2870 2970 281.8 2680 2561 | 2626 2537 
Kalgoorlie-~Boulder 3216 3070 3130 3017 2579 2502 2539 21.73 
Northam 3115 2928 2996 2910 2607 2511 2552 21,96 
Bunbury 3101 2981 | 302k 2927 | 2687 2581 | 2631 | 2550 
Geraldton 3182 2990 3054. 294.0 2819 2702 2796 2668 


Collie BigD 2987 | 3048 299 2450 2574, 24.10 2349 


ESTIMATED TOTAL EMFLCYMENT 
(Excluding Rural and Private Domestic) 


Figures supplied by Commonwealth Statistician 


1956 | 


1955 
Month ae ore, 

Males Females Persons Persons 
January 135,62) 42 ,79b. 178,418 136 330 180,017 
February 135,417 4.34730 179 14-7 137,946 182,573 
Merch 136,290 Ld, 016 480, 306 137,563 182,325 
April 136 , 52h, 43 5893 180 4.17 136 ,859 181 5707 
May 136,357 43,878 480,235 136,208 181,242 
June 136 347 13,880 180,227 1S behe 180 ,0L-7 
July 135,696 43,901 LAPP 13h. 5639 179 1 8). 
August 1555057 43,758 V79,615- |) 1345685 178, 70d. 
Sertember 136 ,616 aD YS 180,529 | 13.54.31 178,598 
October . 436,291 Aa 592k. |: 180,215 | 
November 136,970 4d 401 181,371 
December 1375537 Why536 | 182,073 | 


Factories 


(Base: 1928/29 (19,799 Employees = 100) ) 


January 


September 
October 

November 
December 


(a) Figures subsequent to June, 1955, are preliminary. 
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SZATE BASIC WAGE 


Date Metropolitan South-West Goldfields and 
of Area Land Division Rest of State 


Operation Female Male Female 


8e Se de Se. de be Se deo 
29/10/56 |13- 5. 2 Zeid 8. 10. 44 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY - METROPOLITAN AREA 
(Generated by W.A. Government Power Stations) 


Four Months 
ended OCTOBER 


Particulars 


Units Generated (1000 K.W.H.) ; 36 B34. 182,182 449,005 
Uni +s Sent Out (1000 K.W.H.) | ; bb Pua) 164,960 133,333 


eet meme 


LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTERINGS IN PRINCIPAL ESTABLISHMENTS 


Period Cattle Calves Sheep 


September, 1956 ? 4A2 166 971 
September, 1955 Fy 4.86 172,214 
3 Months ended September, 1956 4,19) 334.5721 
3 Months ended September, 1955 ; 45k: 351,943 


ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 


(Note - Excludes nen-casualty accidents where 
damage was estimated to be £10 or less) 
i ee es : ena ee 
Non-Casualty { 
Accidents Casualty Tous Persons Persons 
aaa over Accidents Killed Injured 
£10 


Metro- |Coun-| Metro- ES Metro- yan Metro- oe pace ss 
politan | try |politan ES politan politan tite 


Year 1953 is cighireae 
Yea: 


Ea Ts | 7,487 | 2 [2,698] 96 5,026) | 1,281 


Accidents 
Reported 


ars aes 
OC cow +0 + SO 


=s 
NOW MOO OMNI 


September 


Total, 9 
Months ended 4,543) 1,645 
September 


* Revised. 


2 il 


MONTHLY PRODUCTION STATISTICS (SUBJECT TO REVISION) 


Four Months 
ended OCTOBER 


195% 


eo 


OCTOBER 
1956 


Ttem Unit 


1955 


Building Materials, etc, 


Bath Heaters — solid fuel 
Bricks -— Cement 
- Clay 

Enamels 
Fibrous Plaster Sheets 
Lime (Quicklime) 
Paints (Ready Mixed) Ex- 

cluding Water Paints 


587 
223 
8,713 
h.556 
140 
2,092 


no, 
£000 
C000 
gal. 

1000 sq.yd. 
ton 


2,315 


gal. 20 ,652 


Tiles, roofing - Cement 


*000 


1 BA 


Timber, Sawn 


478 4 
1000 sup.ft. | (a)18,595 | (a)21,083 


(b) 564790 


3,403 
(b)60,689 


Clothing 


Cardigans and Pullovers 
Raincoats (inc. Oilskins) 
Men's and Boys! 
Shirts (all types) Men's 
and Boys' 
Sports Ooats - Men's 
Suits - Men's - 3 piece 
- 2 piece 
Trousers - Men's - Sport 
- Work 


2,989 
3146 


16,605 
2,079 
4,120 
12h, 

44.966 

35,503 


Footwear 


Boots and Shoes (all types) 
Sandals 
Slippers 


126 ,949 
86 375 
AMA , 713 


pair 
pair 
pair 


117,129 
55 , 800 
421,226 


Food and Drink 


Ale, Beer and Stout 

Bacon and Ham 

Butter 

Cheese 

Confectionery (not 
chocolate) 

Jams 

Margarine 

Sauce ~ Tomato 


'000 gal. 
000 1b. 
'000 Ib. 
000 1b. 


4,929 
2,392 
8,720 
4,226 


5,067 
271,26 


000 lb. 

4000 lb. 

'000 1b. 
pint 


4,380 
221 
562 
307 528 


Miscellaneous 


Acids =~ Acetic 
- Hydrochloric 
- Nitric 
- Sulphuric 
Coal 
Cycles, Pedal 
Gas Produced 


2,385 
519 

226 

56 077 
322, 7h) 
4845 


532 
8,388 
11,235 
12,039 


no. 170 
nO. 5 
no. 39 
no, 2 152 
cwt. 6 ,601 26 564.3 
ton 49 5606 152,352 
'000 Ib. 2 ATI 8,020 


cwt. 
cwt. 
cwt. 
ton 
ton 
no, 
million 
cu. ft. 
no. 
nO. 
NO.» 


Mattresses - Inner Spring 
- Woven Wire 
- Soft Filled 
Motor Vehicle Bodies - 
Truck Trays 
Utilities (all types) 
Trailers (all types) 
Perambulators 
Soap and Soap Substitutes 
Superphosphate 
Wool - Scoured 


(a) September figures. October not available. 


(b) Three months ended September. 


VALUE OF RETATL SALES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO COMMODITY GROUPS 


The figures in the table below relate to goods (as distinct from services, accommodation, entertainments, meals, etc.) sold to the 
public by establishments selling retail goods from fixed premises (shops, rooms, kiosks, yards). The table contains particulars of retail 
sales of goods for the years 1948-49, 1952-53 and 1955-56, on a comparable basis. The figures for the years 1948-49 and 1952-53 were 
cbtained from Censuses taken in respect of those years, whereas particulars for the other periods shown are estimates based on sample surveys. 

(£ Million) 


Clothing, 
Drapery 

Piecegoods 
& Footwear 


Hardware, | Electrical | Furniture 
China and 


Glassware 


Total, Motor 
Excluding Vehicles 

Motor Parts, Petrol 

Vehicles ,etc. 


Butchers' 


1948-19 
1952-53 
1955-56 


March Qtr. 
1953 5 
1954 5 
6 

6 


a 
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. oJ 


1955 
1956 
June Qtr. 
1953 5 
1954 5 
6 
6 


aie ae 


1955 


1956 
Sept. Qtr. 
1959 5 
195k. 6 
1955 6 
Dec. Qtr. 
1953 5.8 
1954. 6.6 
1955 6.7 


(a) Figures subsequent to June, 1953, are subject to revision. (b) Includes Fresh Fruit and Vegetables, Confectionery, Soft Drinks, Ice 
Cream, Cakes, Pastry, Cooked Provisions, Fish etc., but excludes most delivered Milk and some delivered Bread. (c) Excludes Basic Saiiaing 
Materials (e.g. Timber, Roofing Tiles, Bricks, etc,). (d) Includes Tobacco, Cigarettes, etc, Newspapers, Books and Stationery, pea 
Goods, Grain and Produce, Jewellery, Office Equipment, etc. (e) Excluies Farm Machinery and Implements, Earth Moving Equipment, etc. 


NNW Ayan wo wow 


ON OVW Fr OO 


NNN 
~] ON ON 


15.8 


